
 

 

L8a: 1935 (May 1) Original Issue (first per-

foration) with "Single" watermark (W.7) 
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8b: 1935 (May 1) Original Issue (second 

perforation), watermark W.7 

      

      

    

 Letter watermark   

 Plate No 1   

 

L8a and L8b are the only 5d Swordfish stamps with vertical mesh paper. The official records de-

scribe the paper as "rag paper", a description used only for one other value (the 9d, L11a). 

Stamps L8b can be distinguished from L8a by their having a clear perforation "13 ½ '' for the 
whole length of the top and bottom of each stamp. For description of the perforation of L8a see 

note below L5a 


