
 

 

L7: 4d MITRE PEAK, TYPE (Recess) 

Notes from Vol 2, The Postage Stamps of  

New Zealand. 

The principal feature of this design was Mitre 
Peak which stand at the head of the Milford 
Sound. 

The drawing was made by Mr. J. Fitzgerald, of 
Christchurch 

The original plates laid down for this value 
contained 160 impressions in two groups of 80, 
but when the proof sheets were run off, it was 
found that one part of the frame plate and one 
part of the centre plate were unsatisfactory. 
The plates were therefore cut in half and the 
unsatisfactory portions were not used. They 
were destroyed, together with a number of 
worn plates of the other value, in March, 1939. 

Printings with the multiple watermark were 
first issued in August, 1936, and in December 
of that year 66 sheets were placed on sale with 
the watermark inverted. 

The centre ranged in shade from black through 
deep grey-black to deep grey, while the frame 
is found in sepia-black, sepia and blackish-
brown. 

R7/8, the I in MITRE as elongated. In 
R7/10, and R8/10, the I was doubled and in 
R8/5, there was an extra line to the left of the 
first stroke of the M. 

Flaws which developed 
in 

in R3/7, where a large dot appeared to the left 
of the crown and 

circle. 

 

Until late in 1940 all supplies of the 4d. were 
printed by De La Rue & Co. on a good quality 
esparto paper and the perforations gauged 14 x 
13 ½. The perforating was effected by means of 
a comb machine. 

organisation of De La Rue's 
business, it seems possible that this consign-
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ment comprised stamps that had been perfo-
rated by means of a single line head gauging 
14. This particular item is the scarcest of the 
Pictorials of 1941, the bulk of the supply hav-
ing been overprinted for official use. was 
printed on a good quality esparto paper dis-
tinctly white in appearance. The ink used for 
the centre was a deep grey-black while the 
frame w This 

sale ber, 1941. 

 

dots appeared on the top 
selvedge above the fifth and sixth stamps of 
the first row. The first sheets printed and perf. 
14 were without the dots but other sheets are 
found with two rows of three dots in the colour 
of the centre and two rows of one dot in the 
colour of the frame, or with two rows of five 
dots in the colour of the centre and two rows 
of three dots in 

Sheets 
seven or two rows of ten dots in the colour of 
the centre with two rows of three dots in the 
colour of the frame. Messrs. Waterlow & Sons 
have explained that these dots are markings of 
their Bank Note Department which indicate to 
them on which shift the sheet was printed. 
Varying numbers of dots on sheets of the same 
value indicate different shifts. 

centre plate 3 and frame 
plate 2B had the rows of ten and three dots re-
spectively on the top selvedge as these had 
been cut in the plate by Waterlow & Sons. 
These stamps were issued in July, 1942. 

of aff
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The centre of the stamps on the "Royal Cy-

pher" grade paper was printed in black with 

variations depending upon the amount of 
pressure exerted in the printing machine. In 

some sheets the top rows showed an irregu-

larity in the "make-ready" and in extreme in-

stances stamps may be found where Mitre 
Peak has almost disappeared. The frame 

printed in sepia black or blackish-brown. In 

some instances, the plates were over­ inked 
with the result that the frame appears heavy 

and blurred. 
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